
CARING FOR YOUR HISTORIC 
LIBRARY BUILDING

New Hampshire Library Trustees Association Conference

Manchester, May 27, 2026

Martha Cummings and Beverly Thomas



The New Hampshire Preservation Alliance strengthens communities and local economies 
by supporting and encouraging the revitalization and protection of historic buildings and 

places.



HOW WE CAN HELP

• Technical assistance

• Project coaching

• Funding and Information

• Training

• Mentoring

• Networking



• Active Public Libraries - 234

• Carnegie funded libraries – 9 public, 1 academic

• McLean & Wright designed libraries – 8 (2 Carnegie funded)

• Several communities have libraries that were once grand homes

• Brick, stone, wood, and stucco buildings 

LIBRARIES ACROSS NEW HAMPSHIRE









CARING FOR YOUR 
HISTORIC LIBRARY

Know Your PropertyKnow

Know Your NeedsKnow

Know Your ResourcesKnow



KNOW YOUR PROPERTY

• Historic Register



KNOW YOUR NEEDS

• Historic Building Assessment



SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

• Go-to guidance for 
stewardship

• Required for easements, 
preservation grants, other 
oversight agencies

• Can be adopted as 
institutional standard



KNOW YOUR RESOURCES

• Board/Capacity 

• Friends Group

• Donors

• Patrons / Members

• Partners

• Funders/Grants

• Contractors



MAINTENANCE PLANNING

• Maintenance Plan – Critical

• Annual Monitoring

• Budgeting



WHAT TO LOOK FOR: EXTERIOR

Keep a tight envelope





WHAT TO LOOK FOR: EXTERIOR

• Moisture



MOISTURE: GRADING/DRAINAGE





EXTERIOR: VEGETATION





EXTERIOR: MASONRY 



MASONRY: MORTAR MISMATCH



WHAT TO LOOK FOR: INTERIOR

• Moisture



WHAT TO LOOK FOR: INTERIOR

• Pests



WINDOWS...



…AND STORMS



SYSTEMS    



REVERSIBLE ACTIONS 

• SOI Guidelines for Rehab

• Best Practice

• Avoid changes that can’t be 
reversed in the future



ACCESSIBILITY

• ADA is a civil rights law

• Inaccessibility impacts not just people with disabilities

• Meeting ADA can be done in multiple ways







• More intense and frequent rain events

• Hotter summers/warmer winters

• Shedding more water faster

• Cooling buildings

• Structural/roof loading

Affects Older Properties:

ADAPTING FOR CLIMATE CHANGE





UNIQUE FEATURES: SPECIAL CARE







GRANT FUNDING

• LCHIP

• Moose Plate (Arts Council and Division of Historic 

Resources)

• 1772 Foundation thru NH Preservation Alliance (private 

non-profit libraries)

• CDFA tax credits

• Bank foundations

• Charitable gaming (private, 501c3 libraries)

• Northern Border

Two 2024 LCHIP recipients: Gilmanton Iron 

Works and Goffstown Libraries



RE-CAP 
CARING FOR YOUR 
HISTORIC LIBRARY

Know Your PropertyKnow

Know Your NeedsKnow

Know Your ResourcesKnow



QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION



Martha Cummings

Community Preservation Services Manager

mc@nhpreservation.org

7 Eagle Square / PO Box 268

Concord, NH 03301

603.224.2281

Beverly Thomas

Deputy Director

bt@nhpreservation.org

www.nhpreservation.org

mailto:mc@nhpreservation.org
mailto:bt@nhpreservation.org


LIST OF RESOURCES

• New Hampshire Preservation Alliance

• Community Landmarks Financial Resources — New Hampshire 

Preservation Alliance

• The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 

Properties: Rehabilitation as a Treatment and Standards for Rehabilitation 

(U.S. National Park Service)

• Technical Preservation Services (U.S. National Park Service)

https://www.nhpreservation.org/preserving-community-landmarks-in-new-hampshire
https://www.nhpreservation.org/preserving-community-landmarks-in-new-hampshire
https://www.nhpreservation.org/community-landmarks-financial
https://www.nhpreservation.org/community-landmarks-financial
https://www.nhpreservation.org/community-landmarks-financial
https://www.nhpreservation.org/community-landmarks-financial
https://www.nhpreservation.org/community-landmarks-financial
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/index.htm
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