
άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ
ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŘƛŘ ¢I!¢Ηέ

A  P RESENTATION AT  

T H E 2 0 18 NEW H AMPSHIRE L I BRARY T RUSTEES A SSOCIATION M EETING

BY  GEORGE NEEDHAM





Thinking about the future

ά¢ƘŜfuture is 
already here ς

it's just not evenly 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘΦέ

William Gibson



Libraries when I started



¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƘŜƴΧ



¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƴƻǿΧ

BiblioTech, Bexar County Library System, San Antonio, Texas



Makerspaces

Winnetka (Illinois) Public Library



But technology is only one 
(small?) part of the story

http://www.unekha.com/books-e-books-neha-kulshreshtha/



Libraries as if humans mattered

Wall Street JournalΣ ά²ƘŜƴ wƻōƻǘǎ Wƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нфΣ нлмп



New users
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Kinesthetic learners

Windmill Library, Las Vegas-Clark County (Nevada) Public Library



Visual learners

Benicia (California) Public Library



Auditory learners

http://amesburylibrary.org/podcasts/



New collections

мутс ŜƴƎǊŀǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ



Hiking backpacks

Checked out from Mechanicsville Public Library; stocked and provided by Library of Virginia. 



Musical instruments

Grandview Heights (Ohio) Public Library


